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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 8
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider reading
our books at a lower level. If the unknown characters are fewer than
8, then this book is likely at your level! If you find that you know all
the characters, you may be ready for a higher level. However, even
if you know all the characters but are reading slowly, you should
consider building reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. All books at each level
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expectin a Level 2 book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Level 2 like this one:

* Include a core set of 450 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

» Are about 15,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar

* Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not



expected to know at this level
* Include a glossary at the back of book
¢ Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearch and provenbylearnersall overthe world. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading

READING LEVEL: < r >

COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

In Sir Aurthur Conan Doyle’s 1891 original version of A Scan-
dal in Bohemia, the heir to the throne of Bohemia seeks the services
of Sherlock to retrieve a picture of himself with a former roman-
tic partner and renowned opera performer, the discovery of which
would prove scandalous in his ascendency to the throne. This was
an exciting story to adapt to 1920’s Shanghai since we were able to
identify a number of real historical figures to play the roles in our
story.

During this period Shanghai was known as “The Paris of the
East, the New York of the West.” Although still in its infancy, Chinese
cinema was concentrated in Shanghai at that time. &A% (Hu Dié)
was China’ s first big movie star and voted as China’s first “Movie
Queen.” In English, she was known as Butterfly Wu, her Chinese
name HA (HA Dié) a play on words with ¢ (hudié) or “butterfly.”
Her husband was &6 /& (Pan Youshéng), although in real life the
two were married some time after the dates in this book.

While the character Mark in our story is fictional, his uncle Stir-
ling Fessenden is not. Fessenden was an American lawyer and a
major figure of the Shanghai Municipal Council, the governing or-
ganization of Shanghai’s international settlements, for 26 years until
1939. Nicknamed “Lord Mayor of Shanghai” or “Fessy,” he held
considerable power in Shanghai during his time.

Although we attempted to be as historically accurate as possible
it is important to note that this is still a fictional story and artistic
license has been used. For those interested, you are invited to learn
more about these fascinating historical figures and time periods.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from Arthur Conan
Doyle’s original story. The names below are not translations; they
are new Chinese names used for the Chinese versions of the original
characters. Think of them as all-new characters in a Chinese story.

= (Gao Ming) — Sherlock Holmes
X5 (Zhao Liang) — Watson
Ly BE (M3ke) — Grand Duke of Cassel-Felstein
B (Hu Dié) — Trene Adler
®AE A (Pan Ydushéng) — Godfrey Norton
Oy (M3ke de shashu) — Stirling Fessenden

Cast of Characters

= EA =

(Gao Ming) (zhao Liang)



—

EAX

(Huang Taitai)

BAUR

(Hu Dié)

5 52 YN

(Make de shashu)

BAYREY Pl 43R

(HG Dié de ayi)
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Locations

¥ (shanghai)

Known as ”The Paris of the East, the New
York of the West,” early 1900’s Shanghai was
a bustling center of commerce and western in-
fluence in pre-modern China. Today it is the
center of business in modern-day China.

RUSSIA

= Urumgi

e Lhasa

MYANMAR
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AREIREA

N\%ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@%i?ﬂﬂ'ﬁ, AIRKHE T
i%a&%}%ﬁ%?, T\ﬁ:%@su}é@ﬁ'lﬁb’%, ;E7
IR HE, IRKNREHE W2 EmH, ARIE
IR E2FE T, %K%EEM%UE’J%_@; 2
RBEEEENH T,

X—K M, BRIZTFREEEH T,

AR RR] T =R ERIHE TS, IX N HBTTIE
%ﬁf, FICARTRA A AEIX I — 4, H
%ﬂ'ﬁﬁ%_ﬁgﬁii%%ﬁ?, %Hﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ

a h N =

% (judnfa) n. curly hair At (bugud) conj. but

4] (gongsi) n. company —H (yizhi) adv. all along
%Y (anzi) n. case

RHR (taran) adv. suddenly

EHET (150yangzi) phrase same as always

© ® N o

B31H] (fangjian) n. room

254 (jiéhan) vo. to get married 10 4 (zud) v. tosit
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i, WARNE SRS 4,

=R 2 TR, RARER, WERR
i%“i%,%ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ%iﬁmongﬁ
%, WX LZRRIAL, IGEREIXE, BIR
N AER EPEIE? IREEAIARAREE DART 51, BHH

12

T, R TR IAE T

11 ¥ (pang) adj. fat 12 K (yifu) n. clothing
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AT TR AT HI? T2 R

Eﬁ_‘){—i'lto 1;R’u‘Z%DJEIXZ g? 9

=g TRt R—%%‘%mﬂﬁﬂ EHY, IR

BAERIRE T, B2 %ﬁﬁ? i 2 At 2 AR
iEo i

ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ? LR “PRXHE 1!

“EE%%K@,W%E,%%N@%%%,
PABTORAR AR, PR NEE T’L%J%i
[ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁkm,umtkﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂmtk
Q%om@wﬁﬁﬁbm ﬁkk%%l,%K
FEIRERIR I NE?”

BRR TR, ﬁmﬂm%ﬁAf%ﬁ!@%
K%lﬁﬁﬂ%iﬂ,ﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁowm R
mﬁ%iwﬂ%mkﬂ?ﬁm,ﬁZNﬁW%

i (zuijin adv. recently 17 14 (bao) n. bag
oo (kan... yTyan) phrase to 18 M7 (gaibian) v. to change
glance at'+* 19 KK (taitai) n. wife (of)

U (gaosu) v. to tell 20 B (congming) adj. smart

JH ¥ (shéngyin) n. sound, voice
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F—EefRi HUHHEI’Jﬁ}\ AR G i,
‘LA HHEI’J)\7 RS ATBEY, ET\_H%IBE
ZN” A,
ARSI ARl X T ZEHE( ’EL
E&HHEI {BZRIRELFIE aﬂziﬁi(ﬁ’]%l%?”
SR T RN, e e
AT, 1’@1f]r_k}\i/\¢*%ﬂﬁ§mm7ﬁ“m%, A

NERHZ] Ho

RN ELESNET?” %Tz%%_?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ_jiﬁ’ﬂﬁ
i_lzi‘ ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁjﬁo

EZEPN VAL

EAKFERIOFTIT 7T, REBBEEZXD
ANBIREF, XADANG THEWE 7o “IRZUE?
B2 FHEWT? FIEW, " BRI,

21 B AHIBE (géng buydng shud) phrase not 23 34k (fangdong) . landlord
to mention 24 {5 (xin) n. letter
22 [1H (ménkdu) n. doorway
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iiﬁﬂ@éﬁﬁit_ig%?ﬂ@hgﬁ ‘i,

ﬁﬂi*iﬂi%*iﬂﬁé: “mhkcd, EAE
fRIE TS 5o 1&7[ — P AG% TJX/\fno AR
EET AT

SR E 71527 mAEL,

B, BHRAEDIMRIRET, @%Kﬂf
T\ITEE;, T%T%‘EI’JO NMiZEBH, FREHZEREORK
H_Ig, BRI, ﬁiﬁ_igiﬁé%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ?%
HHE‘J%_I‘Eﬂg, iﬁE%HH%_FEﬂgE’\JH_EZIZi% “ZA1R, 1:‘:0”

B =

iZN@%ﬁﬁM%%’JTLﬁEE TR/, R
ol eskiy? WiRE S 1)%& () HE“'IE!H: ------ "’
ﬁiﬁﬁﬂ’]lﬁ RWSE, T?J’EFIEHB’JI?
KET,

RRE— T, EEL%TFH " @,

25 #7% (qiguai) adj. strange 27 £ (ting) adv. quite
26 8 (shou) adj. thin
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HAHE Ly, Wit TR S, R
LA ERERARIE, IR R
it &{IJM?%TLMHM’T

SREE, FIRIER, MSERIER
ZHREISHHE. IR, AR
BT, WAESHG AR,

4 H 10 H 1927 4

BB T “iXMJr/ ERW? 2
m%%m? EATH 2, EAAﬁTI X
T UENE?”

SRR SHE — m*l‘ fth 5 F%T%
SRJE R XS i “%T%HHEIT XA ?E’ai_%
R ?”

28 {4 (baozhi) n. newspaper 32 1) (bangzhu) ., n. to help; help
29 HE (xiangxin) o. to believe 33 %A% (chabudud) phrase almost, about
30 % (xGydo) v. to need 34 %) (rongyi) adj. easy

31

i (xiwang) v., n. to hope; hope
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“ﬂTxﬁ%%iﬁM‘@, R ABE 1, 7 =
i

K%RET%@ A8 AR “ﬁ%ﬁ%, VA
ZURGF, XD AN IZRE— MRAERIIA”

A"

WHET, ﬁ%ﬁ%@h@ﬁ@?%”%&f\ﬁﬂ”
AN A

e “%T\%&, HETFHEAE, 51
B, HEAELEIRE IMARE o XN
XM RN E R SCHISMNE N

“E’ﬁ?‘l‘%, TR AR AR E? XA
NEM 227

=B TR M EIRITAE T,

35 4K (zhi) n. paper
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BAXRT

M k9 &, ﬁ)\ﬁ%_lkﬂgﬁ_lﬂo BT I,
E?UT*??%@Z‘EH%E’JAO B i, i
*FFZI‘“T Rt 2., FAIXE—MNE A,

R, ?ﬂl‘]ﬂ_@ﬁ%%” B, XA
R, Kﬂfﬁ%, ?%@Z‘EHE@ HEEEFIfth—
F A

ﬁ% NG LEE NSNS

iX’N\%TE%_I‘EﬂQEE’JPWI\}\, Q_ETT, %
AT,

“BAREIINRIR, Hrd, RANFG R

36 %% (chuanzhe) v. wearing 38 % (déng) v. to wait
37 JFUf (kaishi) o. to start
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AR ? 7 S — I E XA N — i X il

i
PEAWRNA T, RE2ATERE S

HW”%%%%@%%O

E%&%ﬁ,%?%%%,ﬂ%?%%?%
XN, ﬂﬁm%iﬁﬁﬁT

m%&ﬁ%mw,@%ﬁ@,ﬁ%gﬁﬁ%
ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁ 17, L@AT%EH%%
MBolrRd— M EEN”
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“NESZE ‘4 A 10 H 1927 &, kA
BAMRELEENG? AP B AARIZRES N F A,
R EE AL KE A, HARSIXREE N,
il 125 ‘10 H 4 A 1927 4, RAEEEAX
PN, ABArRE—MHEREEA”

“URINFE GG, (HRAE Bigs i s
EEANAZ, 2UL2EFHCREE ARE
DT o B, PRI —H SRS SR B 3
ENo JXIEBAREN TARMIRL, fE LA
HRRIE R AU, FAERAT b R B 5
A&%Lﬁ?,@%%k%%ém¢i%§%
Ao%§MAIg$g,@%mmﬂg,%ﬁg
¥

EILXIN R T — TV T, SR, IR
%W,ﬁﬁKm%%:AAJ

39 KU (shashu) 7. uncle 41 {# (ting) v. to stop
40 458 (nidnging) adji. youthful 42 FRT (chule) cov. except for; besides
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T

“ﬁmoWE%ﬁ%%,ﬁﬁ%Wm§%?
" By,

CPA] DAERIR, (HZEPICRIRILAN R,
%%TQ%%&“WEL@%R?@E,%H
ZK&@E%%?W%@%EL@%@%%%
A,W%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%%ﬂg?@mﬂuﬁWf

“ﬁ%ﬂ@,ﬁ%@i%%%ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ
%ﬁﬁ,%uﬁ@%%ﬁ%ﬁ”%ﬁﬁ%ﬁTi

E

w

=T

Yo

S, BB TERY, XBETES

e A AR EIRER R
“ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%,%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ@

N” ST,

R TE, &R T Rk,

oy AR, JERGE: ORI, B

I

R

43 JEEX (yuanyi) aux. to be willing (to do-++) 45 ¥ (jian) mw. [for cases ]

44 Yo (juéding) v., n. to decide; a
decision
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¢E,%Mﬁ%?¢ﬁoﬂﬁﬁmNﬁMﬂg
%%%Tﬁ%¢ﬁ%@%,ﬁﬁﬁ%¢ﬁoﬁ
MG TR ?2¢Xoﬂ$m A=,
ﬁ%ﬂ?h@,ﬁﬁ%ﬂ@%ﬁf—ﬁoﬁﬁ

B I

TS AL T < B EHY, K
THREE, LA TREML " E
TSR BORIER: B, BRBEA
BLREEVEIRRAE T (H42”

B BLUE, FRAERT, TN
R L,

BRI T, 49, Bl

]

“Ff,” DB,

46 % (gushi) n. story 48 Hij¥ (dianying) n. movie
47 i (zhongdidn) n. the point 49 %K’k (fashéng) v. to happen
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CEAEE? B ﬁfEkE’JEEZ ,\J;?” R
gﬁﬁ%ﬁo

“Xto PR AR, ﬁi%%w,%ﬂ?%%
HERYHh, FUFMRER, PAREINR L, A
NI LAE, BRI W T @ﬁ% % F
Tn,ﬁﬂ%&ﬁﬂ%o#ﬁﬁ @ﬁ&g@%
%oﬁ%TﬁﬁN@,@ﬁﬂéﬂﬁaﬁﬁﬁ,

N, TN, RN BRERR” &
Ui, Sy, RIITIERZ, fRAVIEHIRZ, K
ﬁTﬁﬁT,%%ﬁV

R E 1R wjﬁ%ﬁ%“&$ﬂ 5

v, JERWE?”
Dy Sk, BTt T o BellTHE—

50 fRXX (h&n hud) adj. very popular 53 [HlE (tongyi) v. to agree (to)
51 {# b3 (yanyuan) n. actor, actress 54 J5k (houldi) n. afterward

52 &UkVk (18ngbingbing) adj. cold and
distant
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R RHRBAR PR, Bfe TIRZI A UGS, 3
MAE—E T

Lo i T AR 2 At T SHISELE — &S B N Y =
Eih@ﬁ*%ﬁﬁ%%mﬁy@%Tﬂg%%
FARLARRXZ S, ikl KR, X
R, TSR, MRATZISIRID. At i
KEHB, MLRRNEBEER, S8Rk
%,%HM@MQQE 5%7@% ﬁ%
HIZEE A AIE & 28k, &, A—KEZ FWK

AT, @Eﬂ%ﬁéﬁﬁL ﬁ%?
—=JL, RJEhR SRR CTRATTE
T*E%OE§,§%7~%$%O%E,ﬁW
ﬁfﬁ%?ﬁ

55 k¥ (tidowll) vo. to dance 58 ‘Zfif (anjing) adj. quiet
56 AEK (kan qilai) vc. to look like 59 4rF (fenshdu) vo. to break up
57 kit (ndngud) adj. upset
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“Wﬂ‘]ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%_f??” B ],

R 2R E@ﬂiﬁﬁif%_ﬁ\?ﬁig HIN,
ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ—;@%\%@%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂgo £29
ABERTE S " Srd i,

5

GRIEWE? 7 RXEEIL, I I R E B A
TR T,
O H K, SRS, W

60 JFJii (mafan) ., adj. hassle, troublesome
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— BRI N IR BT HE— I
10, R AR, I R
N T AR, &R AR, DL
@Eﬁmm$mﬁ$%,ﬁmﬁuﬁmﬂg
IR BT,

BRI BHHEHREAET, £ T Tk,

R AT VR SR TR? 1
FRAILA, BIARHHEHIN? SO S
BRI,

PRI, (RIS, Wt RATRIX
BT, AR SR, B AR
RN B, B AR SR
S T,

IR, EIBERIEA 4, A BE,

DR TR, B X EERE, B

61 ik (zhang) mw. [for flat things] 63 (pai) . to take (a photo)
62 MK (zhaopian) n. photograph 64 i (dido) v. to fall
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TEFIT L )\m*ﬁ%ﬁi’:%’}# {HR2RRHAFI

JEIXHKIE }#f = éu,éiauﬁuﬁt SESLERY S
IR, (RIS SRS TR TAT, AZEFRATR
B IR BRI 7

=EHEE SR “AREE, — A, i
R%—’P%_%ﬁ?ﬁ_ﬁ:, HEARIX 20 BRI JX/I\%
AR, REEIRK,”

Sy B EPRXAE AR S, B 10 &
T, MPUEE T, GESITIHETIN SRR T
Bh “mdeE, IR ZNE I, MR,
i, O, SRARIRER R LT, Rt
PRITR 28R,

BEARTFL: U7

A ES MR T, RIEE TR

65 i (shi) v. to try 68 /INE (xidokan) v. to underestimate
66 #T: (bangmang) vo. to do a favor 69 JL» (fangxin) vo. to relax
67 KR (xidng qilai) ve. to recall
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“INES, BRA A7 REI? ok, Bl — B NE
HET, A, B, R 2 A
7 RS BT,

14

BAKRAMAINZ, BGET " W R IR

ET

70 ¥1%% (fénsi) n. a fan
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Key Words %§

ey ==

=

(Guanjianci)

£X jusnfa n. curly hair
AF] géngsi n. company
KT anzi n. case

IR taran adv. suddenly
2505 jiehan vo. to get married
AT bugus comj. but

—H yizhi ado. all along
EHFET 1soyangzi phrase same as always
B3] fangjian n. room

A z2u0 v, tosit

[ pang adj. fat

AR yifu n. clothing

B zuijin ado. recently

Hoe —HR kan...yiyan phrase to glance at'*

EHIK gaosu o to tell

P shengyin n. sound, voice
fil bao n. bag

M gsibian . to change
KK taitai n. wife (of)

. IRPA congming adj. smart

.

B AL géng buyong shus phrase not to mention

. T ménksu n. doorway
. JBIR fangdong n. landlord
. 18 xin n. letter

. A% qiguai adj. strange
26.

8 shou adj. thin

27



27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.

61.

62.

Sherlock Holmes and a Scandal in Shanghai

#£ ting adv. quite

fRAL baozhi n. newspaper

tH15 xiangxin v. to believe

T xayao v. to need

¥ xiwang v., 7. to hope; hope

B bangzhu ., n. to help; help
ZE/% chabudus phrase almost, about
Y réngyi adj. easy

4K i n paper

%4 chuanzhe v. wearing

JF46 kaishi 0. to start

% déng o to wait

WU shashu #. uncle

4% nianging adj. youthful

8 ting v. to stop

FRT chale cov. except for; besides
J&E yuanyi aux. to be willing (to do--+)
E juéding ., n. to decide; a decision
fF jian maw. [for cases]

[ & gushi 7. story

EH S zhongdisn #. the point

HLRY dianying #. movie

KM fasheng v. to happen

fRK nénhud adj. very popular

JH R yanyuan n. actor, actress

BUKUK 1&ngbingbing adj. cold and distant
[AE téngyi v. to agree (to)

JGK noulai n. afterward

WEFE tiaowa wvo. to dance

BIEFK kanqilai ve. to look like

MEXL nanguo adj. upset

L anjing adj. quiet

7F fenshdu wvo. to break up

JFRBL mafan n., adj. hassle, troublesome
5K zhang mw. [for flat things]

B8 F zhaopian n. photograph



63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

7.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94,
95.
96.

97.

98.

Mandarin Companion

H pai v. to take (a photo)

i diao 0. to fall

i shi o totry

T bangmang wvo. to do a favor

R xiang qilai ve. to recall

/NE xisokan o. to underestimate

JAUL fangxin vo. to relax

22 fensi n. afan

FE K kanchalai ve. to be able to tell (by looking)
WrER ting qilai vc. to sound like

TIPS yundonghui 7. sports meet

HRE genzhe . to follow

ANJI%E rénliche n. rickshaw

HRAE- - JGTH gen zai... houmian phrase to follow behind: -
1#b¢ fayuan n. courthouse

B hudzhé conj., adv. or

KJT dating n. lobby

BT 1ikai v, to leave

& e adj. hungry

—Ji yisheng phrase a few words

MY weile conj. for the purpose of

B gan awux. to dare (to do'*)

JZ%R Yusndong n. Far East

£% xian n. string, line

yan n. smoke, cigarette

% chuang 7. window

Y4 reng o. to throw

JK disnhud  vo. to light (a fire)

TERE zhuyi 2. to notice, to pay attention
k& téufa n. hair

HIN choxian . to appear

Y shiwang adj. disappointed
BRI méixiangdao phrase didn’t expect that:
™ yan adj. strict

A9 K qidn-nanydu n. ex-boyfriend
H%E23 neishehui n. organized crime
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99. #K l150da n. the boss

100.

101.

102.
103.
104.
105.
106.

107.

108.
109.

1o0.
m.

1n2.
13.
14.
1S.
116.
117.

18.
119.

120.

121.

122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

127.

fil tou v. to steal

ANSK burén comj. otherwise

—3 yigong adv. altogether

W quyi adv. purposely

PHf# njie o to comprehend

W2 chaojia wo. to getin a fight
FTHEHK dagilai vc. to start fighting
HESZ jingcha . police officer

5230 pangbian 7. the side

I | dao dishang  phrase to fall to the ground
52{5i shoushang . to be hurt

[k ayi n. aunt

AR benlai adv. originally

T haizi n. child

#43d luguo . to pass by

JAE tonggus adv. by means of
1218 manman adv. slowly

%K zhsohus wvo. to catch fire
E9 naipa o. to be afraid of

5K jinzhang adj. nervous

ERA zhaoji adj. anxious

&L lwan adj. chaotic

FEAE bibushang ve. to be unable to compete with
B zsowan adov. sooner or later
L4 anquan adj. safe

B lia o to leave (behind)

SE4 wéanquan adv. completely
PR zaic adv. once again
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Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective

adv. Adverb

aux. Auxiliary Verb
conj. Conjunction
cov. Coverb

mw. Measure word
n. Noun

on. Onomatopoeia
part. Particle

prep. Preposition

pr.  Pronoun

pn. Proper noun

tn. Time Noun

v. Verb

ve.  Verb plus complement
vo. Verb plus object
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar

points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-

lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this

graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European

Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.

The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point

can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source

of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

Expressing “all along” with “yizhi”

Subj. + —H + Predicate

Result complements “-dao” and “-jian”

Verb + |/ L

“ i

Aspect particle “zhe

Verb + &

Direction complement

Verb (+ Direction) + & / 2

Adjectives with “name” and “zheme”

L 13X 2 + Ad).

Expressing duration of inaction

Duration + % + Verb + 1

Using “bei” sentences

Subj. + # + Doer + Verb Phrase

Causative verbs

Subj. + ik /MY 7 / ffi + Person +
Predicate

Using “de” (modal particle)

...... E{]

Expressing “much more” in comparisons

Noun 1+ Lt +Noun2+Adj. + £ 7

Expressing “quite” with “ting”

£ + Adj. + 1)
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Expressing “let alone” with “geng buyong shuo”

Verbs preceded by “gei”

Subj. + %4 + Target + Verb + Obj.

Expressing “all at once” with “yixiazi”

Subj. + — ¥ +Verb+ T

Expressing “again” in the past with “you”

X +Verb+ T

Using “lai” as a dummy verb

(il +) Subj. + 3

Continuation with “hai”

Subj. + J& + Verb Phrase / Adj.

Asofter “but” with “buguo” e , AR
The “shi... de” construction for emphasizing details J&:------fJ
Comparing “youdian” and “yidian” Arvs, —

CHAPTER 2

Expressing “then---” with “name”

“.

Expressing “except” and “in addition” with
“chule---yiwai”

(29

Sequencing with “xian” and “zai

Direction complement “-gilai”

Verb / Adj.+ &3k

Using “lai” and “qu” when “verbing around” Verb + 3k + Verb + %
Simple rhetorical questions AT 52

Expressing “if” with “ruguo... dehua” s (AYIE) , ot) oo
Expressing “only if” with “zhiyou” e, Ao
Comparing “gen” and “dui” B vs X

Comparing “cai” and “jiu” 7 vs 5k

Sequencing past events with “houlai” - y JERe

Expressing “more and more” with “yuelaiyue

Subj. + BRB + Adj. + T

Using “ba” sentences

Subj. + i + Obj.+ Verb Phrase

” o« o«

Comparing “yihou” “ranhou” “houlai”

PG vs. )5 vs. Jak

Appearance with “kangilai”

E?@ﬂ% ......

Expressing “notatall” with “yidianrye bu”

Subj. + —5i + /&L + K + Adj.
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Expressing “in addition” with “haiyou” - , IEH, e
Comparing “yihou” and “de shihou” PUG vs [IHHE

CHAPTER 3

]

Expressing “for” with “gei”

Subj. + %5 + Recipient + Verb Phrase

Doing something more with “duo”

% + Verb

L« no o« » PR
Expressing “even more” with “geng” or “hai

Noun 1+ kb + Noun 2 + B / if + Adj.

Comparing “changchang” and “jingchang”

W vs. &

]

Expressing lateness with “cai

Subj. + Time + 4" + Verb

CHAPTER 4

Expressing earliness with “jiu”

Subj. + Time + 5. + Verb + T

Expressing “aboutto” with “jiuyao”

&4 + Time Period + B3 + Verb
Phrase + 1

Comparing “haishi” and “huozhe”

S vs. BH

CHAPTER 5

Expressing “notonly... but also” with “budan...
ergie...”

”

Events in quick succession with “yi... jiu...

Subj. + — + Event 1, Jf + Event 2

Expressing purpose with “weile”

AT +Purpose + Verb

Emphasis with “jiushi”

#iiE + Verb

Expressing “when the time comes” with “dao
shihou”

A, ZIE + B

Expressing “toward” with “wang”

¥ + Direction Word

CHAPTER 6

Expressing “double negation”

Subj. + N2 + A~/ 1% + Predicate

Expressing “in addition” with “zaishuo”
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Separable verb Verb-Obj.
Expressing “unless” with “chufei” BRI o) Aeeeee
CHAPTER 7

Expressing actions in progress (full form) IEAE + Verb + 5 + g

Expressing “some” with question words

FEWEIL 7 W 7 A2 1 A2

Expressing “originally” with “benlai”

2'_(;'% ......

Expressing “finally” with “zhongyu”

Subj. + &F + Predicate + T

CHAPTER 8

Indicating a number in excess

Number + %

Verbs followed by “gei”

Subj. + Verb + £5 + Recipient + Obj.

CHAPTER 9

Comparing “gang” and “gangcai”

Wl vs. WA

Conceding a point with “shi”

Adj. + & + Adj., HZ

CHAPTER 10

]

Expressing “if---then---” with “yaoshi”
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Other Stories from
Mandarin Companion

Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock

Haisheng /NI
CEHgED by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner In Search of Hua Ma

My Teacher Is a Martian AEE)
(FBEImZKEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner Sust Friends?

(AR ?)

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
Al ) the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNAINET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

GNHERE) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETFRFZTD

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
BT Emma
by W. W. Jacobs C&ZR)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen
(B NED The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CELHERINTAS )

by O. Henry
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Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters

Great Expectations: Part 1 FJourney to the Center of the Earth
CEEFIATR (1) (HiuOrFId)
by Charles Dickens by Jules Verne
Great Expectations: Part 2 Fekyll and Hyde
CEEFER (F)) LRI RN RAE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM






