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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 5
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider work-
ing on your basic character recognition before attempting a graded
reader. If the unknown characters are fewer than 5, then this book
is likely at your level! If you find that you know all the characters,
you may be ready for a higher level. However, even if you know all
the characters but are reading slowly, you should consider building
reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. Allbooks ateachlevel
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expect in a Breakthrough book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Breakthrough Level like this one:

* Include a core set of 150 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

* Are about 5,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar



 Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not
expected to know at this level

* Include a glossary at the back of book

 Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearchand provenbylearnersallovertheworld. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading i
READING LEVEL: < r >
E— #
COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

A sizable portion of China’ s large cities are home to those who
have come to pursue opportunities and dreams in the big city. This
story captures the common tale of a young family trying to carve out
a life in Shanghai while trying to provide educational opportunities
for their young son. These dynamics bring diversity and, specifically
for this tale, culinary variety to major cities throughout China.

The childhood escapades of young Zhou Haisheng, specifically
life events that put him on the path to one day open his own restau-
rant, tie into the larger “Mandarin Companion Universe.” If you’ re
curious how things turn out for him after reading this origin story,
prepare to read Emma, a Mandarin Companion Level 1 story.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from John Pasden
and Jared Turner’s original story. The names below are not trans-
lations; they are new Chinese names used for the Chinese versions
of the original characters. Think of them as all-new characters in a
Chinese story.

JE#$E (zhou Haisheng) — Zhou Haisheng
ZJE (Lio Zhou) — Mr. Zhou
JE RN (zhou Taitai) — Mrs. Zhou
BRAK (Qian Taitai) — Mrs. Qian
ZIifi (M5 Lsosht) — Ms. Ma

Cast of Characters

Ris%E R

(zhou Haishéng) (Ldo Zhou)



FARX

(Zhou Taitai)

1/

e

(Ma Laoshi)

&

s
X

(Qian Taitai)



Locations

lJ.l [1i}} (Shanxi)

Shanxi Province (not to be confused with
Shaanxi B P5), an inland province famous for
its knife-shaven noodles.

IJJ fR (Shandong)

Shandong Province, situated on the east coast, is
known for cuisine with a light aroma and fresh
taste.

_Li§ (shanghai)

China’s largest city, Shanghai embodies the
past, present, and future of China. It is the cos-
mopolitan center of commerce and fashion for
China, where western culture blends with east-
ern traditions.
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EFT
RIESE I\, B e

. EREBINSEREE, LT

— SRR, W RRIE”. K,

5 5

AR R A RS A, REEHIR,
HIE, EHREFE,
SRR, A i 0

R)IE (fandian) n. restaurant
nJJ& (k&shi) conj. but

1 (hai) adv. still

ER (I30jia) n. hometown

1 % (sui) maw. years old

2 Y (jido) . to be called, to call; to tell
(someone to do something)

3 #fIZ (hdochi) adj. tasty

0w N o O

4 K (jia) mw. measure word for shops
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KA EHF TR, LT

fE L5, S,

WA NI, 15 K R B 1
E—ERRE, i 11— X

9 KK (taitai) n. wife, lady, Mrs. 13 [ (de shihou) phrase when---
10 )L (érzi) n. son 14— (yiqi) adv. together
11 4 (chashéng) ». to be born 15 —Z A (yTjia rén) phrase the whole family

12 4% (mingzi) n. name
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TERISAZ IR, R AR AR ISR

ATBABE, IR RIFEIS R

N EN A VTN PN 1§ i

i, BURIBEE, W4
HE, ERRIAAR ERE b )L
FHIRLKR T, ARERRAEE R,
AIBAE L2 7. BT T sk

- 2

AN Lo, AR

16 M (wan) adj. late 23 KK (tiantian) adov. every day
17 3k[] (guanmén) vo. to close shop, to 24 L% (shangxué) vo. to start school, to
close a door go to school
18 [9l% (huijia) vo. to go home 25 Wi (ting) ». to listen (to)
19 W (xihuan) v. to like 26 JH3k (diandian téu) phrase to (briefly)
20 BiiE (shudhua) vo. to speak (words), to nod one’s head
talk 27 /B (xido shihou) phrase when one
21 ’EH (shéngri) #. birthday was little

22 X% (zhéme) adv. so--
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ILFHELZE, HOMRIFL

R R RELERIEZIR, AR

KA R & (0, T R

30

KAFIR

WA, LY, 6T

RZ MK, =X AR A ATHE i

iz, WsebAE, fiITERE—ic

5%

BRI FURZ, BER =]

28 L (kaixin) adi. happy 33 LU (yihdu) ado. after; later, in the
29 "F (zhdngwdl) #. noon future

30 %L (z&oshang) . morning 34 {2 (zai yiqi) phrase to be together
31 WZI) (chide) n. food 35 WZ52 (chiwén) vc. to finish eating

32 FiR (wufan) n. lunch
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k. FARKRFILE, SRLFT

250, ERRERAKIZIR,

REREE T,

36 X (you) adv. again 38 ) (yaoshi) conj. if
37 kP4 (dongxi) n. thing(s), stuff
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F—REh

— R AR — AN B P
FRIZIR, (REERRINIREG? B
BRI R

1 TP,

@M*@ %% %%ﬂ?

0

HIINE, BRI R T

39 JRDMHE (kaixin de) phrase happily 42 F3 (kandao) ve. to see

40 —jJ1 (yibian) conj. while doing... (two
things)

41 [1381 (mén bian) phrase by the door
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LR “LEARXITE? EAE

ﬁ}l:l—\:f\o b
WA B, RIER T B
BB

43 [BE25 (zénme hui) phrase how could 44 Mk (huilai) vc. to come back
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“BE, TEZE,” IEREA
UNVACE

IR AAHRAE, TR~
I, AL R A
R KEE, B rEE
AHE, FHIRFRIZEIE,”
AT, RIART, TEIBY
B, CREEAE, RGN B
5, MRS,

50 50

45 S (haishi) conj., ado. still 48 AT (bu xing) phrase not OK
46 B (kankan) v. to take a look 49 Hi5E (shud wan) ve. to finish speaking
47 T (zai) adv. again (in the future) 50 %% (xido) v. to laugh, to smile
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IR fiE T AR, Tk

T 50 50

BUNIHERRER G SIE,
Bl T — 7 WA IBER AR b

W, —IBlEL EGE TS, AR

BAHBRIF L

VS LR UFIZIN? IR E AN, —

SR
“ﬁ?—u/z;:, jiﬁ?—n/z;‘T!”
RSNZA L WO

51 {#fi (zud mian) vo. to make noodles 52 /B2 (z8nme) adv. how
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CEHE, FRAZ5E T IRARIED, AT

B, Rtk 208 BRIRES

2
(6]

=
=T

]

!

ORIIEAR R, WA UG

49 33

el R 7
KEHE, K TILPA, AEIZRA
BEBBBHLT, BRRMOE.
AT IR, SRR TLAS A

56 47

i,

53 JjXI}{EE (zhe shihou) phrase at this time 55 3% (zudcai) vo. to cook food
54 112 (choqu) ve. to go out 56 Mg L (wanshang) m. evening
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WA 427 BN
B,

T, AR, R

“EEIZI” AL

MRIFIZ,” IERIIATE LR

IINEARET: “F, BB
KM, 25,

HEA, ERBEHE T RE

AR, RITL: X R MR

6

RS HEA

57 EX (shéngqi) vo., adj. to get angry; 58 H—Ik (di-yT ci) phrase first time
angry
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NI, BEAAR I, 7 I

19 35

B, MBS, 20
B " WEREINH

N, RT: "HZ/VET.”

59 /MK (xidopéngyou) n. kid 60 17 (xing) adj. all right
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BATRERI. AT, T
JET i,

M7 2L, ORTILPA,

%MTﬁ;wgﬁag A I
AR, WSS, S AARIEIA

6

—FE, WA TS D

61 —23JL (yihuir) zn. a little while 63 A—F¥ (bu ylyang) phrase not the same
62 K% (dajia) n. everyone
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TFOER
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Five,
TFRES
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Key Words X%§#id
(Guanjianci)

% sui mw. years old

MY jiao v. to be called, to call; to tell (someone to do something)
UfIZ haochi adj. tasty

% jia mw. measure word for shops

TRJE fandian n. restaurant

AJJ& késhi comj. but

& hai adv. still

ER l50jia n. hometown

KK taitai n. wife, lady, Mrs.

. JLF érzi n. son

HA: chasheng v, to be born

A mingzi 7. name

. BB de shinou phrase when:

. — yiqi adv. together

. —RN yijiarén phrase the whole family
. Mt wan adj. late

F[] guanmén wo. to close shop, to close a door

. IR huijia vo. to go home

. B xihuan o. to like

. Bii% shushua wo. to speak (words), to talk

. EH shengri n. birthday

. X2 zheme adv. so -

. KK tiantian adv. every day

. %% shangxué wvo. to start school, to go to school

. Wt ting v. to listen (to)

. sk disndiantéu phrase to (briefly) nod one’s head



27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44,
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.

61.

62.
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INEHEE xigo shihou phrase when one was little
FL kaixin adj. happy

FF'tF zhongwl 7. noon

B I zioshang . morning

HZI¥) chide n. food

YR wiifan n. lunch

PUG yihou adv. after; later, in the future
TE—HL zaiyiqi phrase to be together
WZ5E chiwan wc. to finish eating

X you adv. again

JRPY dongxi n. thing(s), stuff

P& yaoshi conmj. if

FOMHE kaixin de  phrase happily

—J#1 yibian conj. while doing... (two things)
132 ménbian phrase by the door

FEF| kandao wc. to see

BSE zénmehui phrase how could
[F>R huilai vc. to come back

EJ2 haishi conj., adv. still

EE kankan . to take a look

T z3i ado. again (in the future)

AMT buxing phrase not OK

Pi5E shuswan oc. to finish speaking

% xiao o. to laugh, to smile

i zuo mian wo. to make noodles

B2, z8nme adv. how

JXISHiE zhe shihou phrase at this time
PR chaqu wvc. to go out

3% zuocai vo. to cook food

Mg b wanshang . evening

KX shengqi vo., adj. to get angry; angry
H—IK diyia phrase first time

/MK xizopéngyou n. kid

1T xing adj. all right

—2)L yihuir . a little while

KK dajia n. everyone



63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.

94.
95.
96.

97.

Mandarin Companion

A—FE buyiyang phrase not the same
T4 zudyou phrase about, approximately
E+ kansha vo. to read, to study

WK ting qilai ve. to sound-

f— 5 yduyidian phrase to be a little (too)
MK diancai vo. to order food

iM% shinou n. when

IS guoqu ovc. to go over

—/—" yigeyigé adv. one by one

HRZ, name adv. so (much)

8K di-ertian phrase the next day

WTi tingshus o. to hear tell, to hear said (that)
K jiarén n. family member(s)

FZRK lsotaitai n. old lady

YR zuo fan vo. to cook a meal

1% songdao vc. to send to

FIIN % dao shihou phrase when the time comes
UfFE hiokan adj. good-looking

JUP’ 3 gudlai wvc. to come over

3% song v. to send, to deliver

—AN yigerén phrase alone

/DS, xidoxin disn phrase to be (more) careful
FETIIFK z8ule guslai phrase walked over
HRiA nabian n. over there

FEILR z8u guslai ve. to walk over

MAEE duibugi phrase I'm sorry

FFI] kaimén vo. to open the door

—P yixia adv. briefly, for a second

FH shoull phrase in one’s hand

JXFE zheyang pr. like this

AR buyong xie  phrase You're welcome (lit.
thank” )

JGTH houmian 7. behind

A% huiqu vc. to go back

WYk wanfan #. dinner

IR xiac . nexttime

“no need to
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98. I TJLK guslejitian phrase after a few days had passed
99. JFMRJE kaifandian vo. to open a restaurant

100. EAMH shanggeyue . last month

101. W13 tingdao wc. to hear

102. AAFFD bukaixin phrase not happy, to be unhappy
103. —F£ yiyang n. the same

104. HFFE nayang adv. like that

105. & zsucha ve. to walk out

106. WL tingjian wvc. to hear

107. fRZXVE hén huishuo phrase is a smooth talker
108. — ¥ yixiazi adv. all of a sudden; all at once
109. H2k chalai vc. to come out

110. S Hl shengqide phrase angrily

1M1. KW dajizo 2. to call out loudly

112. Z A\ 13orén n. old person, old man

113, #BK natian . that day

114, ANGFWT bu hsoting  phrase unpleasant-sounding
115. BEF yaokan phrase to depend on--

116. A% you shinou phrase sometimes

117. 5H ysuyong adj. useful

Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective prep. Preposition

adv. Adverb pr.  Pronoun

aux. Auxiliary Verb pn. Proper noun

cony. Conjunction tn. Time Noun

cov. Coverb v.  Verb

mw. Measure word ve.  Verb plus complement
n. Noun vo. Verb plus object

on. Onomatopoeia
part. TParticle
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

Indicating location with “zai” before verbs Subj. + f£ + Place + Verb
Directional verbs “lai” and “qu” K 12 + Place

After a specific time with “yihou” Time / Verb + UG

In the future in general with “yihou” UG, -
Reduplication of verbs Verb + Verb
Expressing “and also” with “hai” 1& + Verb

Expressing “when” with “de shihou” - BRI fi%
Adjectives with “name” and “zheme” IR 11X 2 + Adj.
Expressing “together” with “yiqgi” — it + Verb

Two words for “but” e , A2/ {HSE

Emphasizing quantity with “dou” KR IREZN +H---
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. « po kL
Expressing "some” with “yixie

—2E + Noun

Expressing “will” with “hui”

2+ Verb

Modifying nouns with adjective + “de”

Adj. + Y + Noun

. « e
Expressing “every with “"mei

+ Measure Word (+ Noun)

Expressing “again” in the past with “you” X +Verb+ T
Expressing “if--then---” with “yaoshi” By e
CHAPTER 2

Expressing “would like to” with “xiang” 18 + Verb

Asking why with “zenme” BL?

Simultaneous tasks with “yibian”

—jl +Verb 1(, ) —i% + Verb 2

Asking how something is with “zenmeyang”

------ HVN

«

Auxiliary verb “yao” and its multiple meanings

% + Noun / & + Verb

Structural particle “de”

715 /7 3

”

Expressing completion with “le

Subj. + Verb + T + Obj.

Time words and word order

Subj. + Time:---- / Time + Subj.----+-

wp
|

Change of state with “le

Special verbs with “hen”

1R + Verb

Ordinal numbers with “di”

%8 + Number (+ Measure Word)

Expressing location with “zai... shang / xia / li”

1€ +Place+ b/ /8 /550

Result complement “-wan” for finishing

Verb + %€ (+ 1)

Measure words with “this” and “that”

3X / 7k + Measure Word (+ Noun)

i

Expressing “again” in the future with “zai

T + Verb

CHAPTER 3

Structure of times (advanced)

Number 1 + i (%) + Number 2 + 3

Direction complement “-qilai”

Verb / Adj.+ &3k
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Expressing “alittle too” with “you yidian”

A—r (L) + Adj.

Result complements “-dao” and “-jian” Verb + | / UL
Moderating positive adjectives with “hai” & + Adj.
Using “youde” to mean “some” A + Noun

Expressing “had better” with “haishi”

B2 + Verb

The “shi... de” construction for indicating purpose

Expressing “one by one” with “yi”

— + Measure Word + — + Measure
Word

Expressing experiences with “guo”

Verb + id

CHAPTER 4

Causative verbs

Subj. + ik /MY /3% / f + Person +
Predicate

Indicating a number in excess

Number + %

Direction complement

Verb (+ Direction) + 3k / 2

CHAPTER 5

Expressing “already” with “dou” # + Time+ 1
CHAPTER 6

Comparing “youdian” and “yidian” Hrivs. —i
Conceding with “ba” e ng

CHAPTER 8

Expressing “all at once” with “yixiazi”

Subj. + = FF +Verb+ T

CHAPTER 9

Expressing “to come from” with “laizi”

Subj. + K H + Place

Expressing “a little too” with “you dian”

AR (L) +Adj.
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CHAPTER 10

Basic comparisons with “yiyang” Noun 1 + R / #1 + Noun 2 + —Ff +
Adj.

In the future in general with “yihou” PUG, oo
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com



Mandarin Companion 37

Y

Other Stories from
Mandarin Companion

Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

My Teacher Is a Martian In Search of Hua Ma
(FREGEIZXKEND) ()
by John Pasden, Jared Turner by John Pasden, Jared Turner
Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock Fust Friends?
CINERY (BATRARARNE?)
by John Pasden, Jared Turner by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
ChrEAel) the Curly-Haired Company
by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNFINET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
ORTERES) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving (CETFMZF5%T)

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
M) Emma
by W. W. Jacobs CEARD)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen

CEANED The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CEARRI RS D

by O. Henry

Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters



The Misadventures of Zhou Haisheng

Great Expectations: Part 1 FJourney to the Center of the Earth
CGeirryamna (1)) CHCFFID)
by Charles Dickens by Jules Verne
Great Expectations: Part 2 Fekyll and Hyde
CGEirryamg (F)) CTLATA B
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM









