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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 5
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider work-
ing on your basic character recognition before attempting a graded
reader. If the unknown characters are fewer than 5, then this book
is likely at your level! If you find that you know all the characters,
you may be ready for a higher level. However, even if you know all
the characters but are reading slowly, you should consider building
reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. Allbooks ateachlevel
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expect in a Breakthrough book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Breakthrough Level like this one:

* Include a core set of 150 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

* Are about 5,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar



 Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not
expected to know at this level

* Include a glossary at the back of book

 Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearchand provenbylearnersallovertheworld. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading i
READING LEVEL: < r >
E— #
COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

The Mandarin Companion 150-character Breakthrough Level
empowers Chinese learners to begin with positive and enjoyable ex-
periences reading Chinese. For learners at this level, reading a book
in Chinese provides both a boost in fluency and a sense of accom-
plishment. Differing from higher level stories in the series, these are
original stories co-written by John Pasden and Jared Turner, specif-
ically designed to engage readers despite the limitations.

Stories at the Breakthrough Level are unique, with all books lim-
ited to the same small set of 150 characters comprising nouns, verbs
and adjectives repeated throughout the books. Keywords are se-
lectively borrowed from within the Mandarin Companion Level 1
standard. Those who can read this book at an enjoyable pace are
already well on their way towards reading Mandarin Companion
Level 1 stories.

In Search of Hua Ma is one of our more fantastical stories, partly
inspired by books like Alice in Wonderland and The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe. However, this story also ties into the larger “Man-
darin Companion Universe.” Continue reading other Mandarin Com-
panion stories and you 1l find a character from this story in T%e
60-Year Dream, a Mandarin Companion Level 1 story.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from John Pasden
and Jared Turner’s original story. The names below are not trans-
lations; they are new Chinese names used for the Chinese versions
of the original characters. Think of them as all-new characters in a
Chinese story.

FiFd (Nannan) — Nannan
145 (Nannan Mama) — Nannan’s Mom
FZ KK (Ldo Taitai) — Old Woman
#3k (Liotéu) — Old Man
AE (Hua M3) — Hua Ma

Cast of Characters

Eafea 1595

(Nannan) (Nannan Mama)



EAXAX

(L3o Taitai)

&5

(Hua Ma)

X

(Ldotdu)
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Locations

LLi7H (Shanxi)

Shanxi Province in northern China (not to be
confused with Shaanxi B£7H), meaning “West of
the Mountains”, is characterized by arid plateaus
surrounded by mountain ranges.

R (H&inan)

The southernmost province of China, Hainan is
a large tropical island off the southern coast of
mainland China. Today it is known as a popular
tourist destination for its clear water and white
sandy beaches.

e Lhasa

MYANMAR



MONGOLIA | . :

#5r Hainan
" THAILAND Y

l @
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One,
El ERTE

WPFH R, R LIPS A KB
ik, BIRTRIAY & B3 L
A — Ll L.

RIRIS RAP AL LT, B LA
RAARIEBEIM /1. (L1 Lt — 7,

LA/, WARIRR,

{E1E (zh zai) ve. to live (in/at)

11k (shanshang) phrase on the
mountain(s)

R (yinwei) conj. because
UBE (hdowan) adj. fun

M)y (difang) . place

— it (y1xi€) n. some

nJJ& (k&shi) conj. but

A (haokan) adj. good-looking

0w N o O
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B AR ERSHE, TR, k%

IETEARIF L

10

—RELE, MEVEE N, 50
KRS T, AR, B

9 KK (dajia) n. everyone 12 KL L (z&oshang) m. morning
10 &2 (haishi) conj., adv. still 13 Wi (ting) v. to listen (to)
11 JFL (kaixin) adj. happy 14 “EH (shéngri) n. birthday
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A H ARSI — /R, AR

R H IR, 084 R P4
LRI S5, T2, 1
RIRITL.

M BRI A R
i hek, MERRER, BE002
i, AR, ARG

CELMIE? fFAKEUEE, X

16 20

AR BIELL L —I07E, 0.

22

FRK (na tian) m. that day 20 X (you) adv. again

ZRP4 (dongxi) n. thing(s), stuff 21 {E%% (hua qiadn) vo. to spend money
HF4E (m&i nidn) phrase every year 22 —j¥ (yibian) conj. while doing... (two
¥ (de shihou) phrase when: - things)

B2, (z8nme) adv. how
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R EEIPOHEL

FISIE, WA R, REA

XLFF?”

25

RENIEAREY, P2, IRRAITE

o™ F RO

23 JFLME (kaixin de) phrase happily 26 £ (hai) adv. still
24 % (jia) n. home 27 K (di-ér tian) phrase the next day

25 X2 (zhéme) adv. so -
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G N1 WS ¢ R

2 29

LITERS, B AR T RKH

i, R REIRIER L.
AL TEKINE, AT

TAVNB T XM IR

XA IR WER AR X

33 25

En}é?”

28 A"\ (yi gé rén) phrase alone 31 Z KW (dud chang shijian) phrase how
29 #X (zh30) v. to look for long (of a time)
30 I (shijian) #. time 32 FF (kandao) ve. to see

33 Ji¥ (fangzi) n. house
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Two

BRT—1TEXX

rA R B2 TR " A A7

B NG ] MEERI A

36

%, FHET R,

PRk 7~ MREMEALE
eSS

TERK, frhf, MR FAELL

34 |35 (mén bian) phrase by the door 38 EZAK (ldotaitai) n. old lady

35 Hii (fmian) . inside 39 EHE (z6u chalai) ve. to walk out
36 JFI'] (kaimén) vo. to open the door (from)
37 % (jinqu) ve. to go in 40 Y (jiao) v. to be called, to call; to tell

(someone to do something)
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LIE TARKINGE, ARDEELER T
, WARNEZE 2 M5

IR AR L ERKINT? (R

T2 ERKI.
KRR A, ] R 2 1) 10

41 9% (huijia) vo. to go home
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KAH, AR, BiTE HAEkL

e, MEBEEERK, Xt "3k

T2 29

BREARL LY, FHANEL LA

IME, B, BERARICRAFER

.

PR, PRUEIR S TR ARE LB, 5
(e EHIH IS BT 77 EAK
.

“ftha 2" B,

I ERKBT e

38 20
42 HfE (zhinéng) ade. can only 45 Wjd (jian guo) phrase have met before
43 FA (kankan) o. to take a look 46 —IX (yici) phrase one time

44 %A% (zhdo bu dao) vc. to be unable to

find
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TARBERIEA 245, 7

R, AR, BAE SIS,
BEER D
AL, AT, WL D
B, A AT L,

R, ZEREAE L, IRA

e ERRK TR, %‘?‘é_z%'ﬁﬁ
Bl 7, IRATDABIE, W24 IRY
ﬁ%@mﬁzo”

BOEER! ERW KRG

47 Wil (tingjian) ve. to hear 49 % (xia0) v. augh, to smile
48 it (yaoshi) conj. if
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30 29

B, EMEAKIR.

50 jEHH (zducha) ve. to walk out
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Key Words X§&]

(Guanjianci)

fE1E zhuzai we. to live (in/at)
LIk shanshang phrase on the mountain(s)
KN yinwei conj. because

UFHL hsowsn adj. fun

H1Js difang 7. place

— yixié 7. some

A& késhi conj. but

UfFE hiokan adj. good-looking
RE dajia n. everyone

& haishi conj., adv. still

FL kaixin adj. happy

H | zi0shang . morning

WT ting . to listen (to)

4 H shengri n. birthday

ABK natian . that day

JRVY dongxi n. thing(s), stuff
#EHE méinian phrase every year
MJIHEE de shihou phrase when: -
B2, z8nme adv. how

N you adv. again

AEER huaqian vo. to spend money
—J2 yibian conj. while doing... (two things)
JFDHE kaixin de  phrase happily
% jia n. home

X2 zhéme adv. so

I héi adv. still

.



27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42,
43.
44.
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.

61.
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% K di-ertian phrase the next day
—/NN yigérén phrase alone

X zhio 2. to look for

I shijian 7. time

Z KA duo chang shijian  pArase how long (of a time)
FE5| kandao vc. to see

B3 fangzi n. house

[133 ménbian phrase by the door

HH mian ». inside

FFI] kaimén vo. to open the door

2 jinqu ve. togoin

ZARNK lsotaitai #. old lady

EHK z8u chalai ve. to walk out (from)

MY jizo . to be called, to call; to tell (someone to do some-
thing)

[BI%R huijia 0. to go home

HHE zhinéng adv. can only

EA kankan . to take a look

HAE] zhsobudao wc. to be unable to find
Wit jianguo phrase have met before

—{IR yid phrase one time

Wi tingjian wvc. to hear

Y2 yaoshi conj. if

% xiao wv. to laugh, to smile

W z8ucha ve. to walk out

HI] chamén wo. to go out the door, to go outside
PG yihou adv. after; later, in the future
K dahsi n. the ocean

EXZ z8nmehul phrase how could
FEAF| kanbudao wvc. to be unable to see
HHY zhende adj., adv. real; really

[B13k huitéu vo. to turn one’s head

AWT bujianle phrase disappeared

IXFE zheyang pr. like this

TH pa v. to be afraid (of)

#$i8 naivian n. seaside



62.
63.
64.

65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.
89.
90.

9.

92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
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Hbo | dishang 7. on the ground

PB—IR diyia phrase first time

M/INBIK cong xiso daoda phrase from a young age until adult-
hood

AN waimian #. outside

1’%? mingzi 7. name

—2)L yihuir . a little while

KN dajiao . to call out loudly

Hk chalai ve. to come out

AJHE Kkénéng adv.; aux maybe, possibly; possible

JXHHEE zhe shihou phrase at this time

W18 tingdao wc. to hear

Pl shushua vo. to speak (words), to talk

BIEFK kanqilai ve. to look...

T\ gongrén n. worker

HRiA nabian n. over there

—F yixia adv. briefly, for a second

Wik tingshuo . to hear tell, to hear said (that)

Wi5E shuswan oc. to finish speaking

B4 yduyidisn phrase to be a little (too)

K shengqi vo., adj. to get angry; angry

BB M shengqide phrase angrily

#5 haima n. seahorse

4FI hioxinde adj. kind-hearted

VDM xizoxin de  phrase carefully

U guoqu ovc. to go over

T — Bk dignleyixiatou phrase to nod briefly

— yiqi adv. together

BLY zénmele phrase what happened, what’ s the matter
23k diantéu vo. to nod one’s head

R TR xiang le xisng phrase thought about it for a second
Z3k 150t6u n. old man

EEE 150 xiansheng  phrase elderly gentleman

Z N 13orén n. old person, old man

ZEN jiarén n. family member(s)

[AIf34F wen de hdo phrase good question (lit. “well asked” )
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97. X[ guanmén wvo. to close a door
98. 3K jinlai v. to come in

99. —Ff yiyang n. the same

100. i z3i adv. again (in the future)
101. [H12 huiqu ve. to go back

102. UL jianmian vo. to meet

103. 92K huilai vc. to come back
104. B3R z8uguslai ve. to walk over
105. X AR duibugi phrase I’'m sorry
106. —F%E yibsinian phrase 100 years
107. FH shsuli phrase in one’s hand
108. &K guolai vc. to come over
109. JLF érzi n. son

Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective prep. Preposition

adv. Adverb pr.  Pronoun

aux. Auxiliary Verb pn. Proper noun

cony. Conjunction tn. Time Noun

cov. Coverb v.  Verb

mw. Measure word vc.  Verb plus complement
n. Noun vo. Verb plus object

on. Onomatopoeia
part. TParticle
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

Special cases of “zai” following verbs Verb + {E + Place

The “also” adverb “ye” 1 + Verb / Adj.

Cause and effect with “yinwei” and “suoyi” BRIy Ao
Expressing “when” with “de shihou” - PRI %
Expressing “together” with “yiqi” — it + Verb

Two words for “but” e , B/
Degree complement Verb + 15+
Questions with “ne” e We?

Expressing “both Aand B” with “you” D EEES SR
Simultaneous tasks with “yibian” —jl +Verb 1(, ) —J4 + Verb 2

Ordinal numbers with “di” % + Number (+ Measure Word)
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Asking why with “zenme”

Adjectives with “name” and “zheme”

L 13X 2 + Ad).

Indicating a number in excess Number + %
Expressing experiences with “guo” Verb +
CHAPTER 2

Asofter “but” with “buguo” e , A

CHAPTER 3

After a specific time with “yihou”

Expressing “from---to---” with “cong---dao---” P YSEERER - EERREE
Expressing “really” with “zhen” H +Adj.
Reduplication of verbs Verb + Verb

How to do something with “zenme”

B2, + Verb ?

Direction complement

Verb (+ Direction) + 3¢ / 2

CHAPTER 4

Causative verbs

Subj. + ik /MY /i / fii + Person +
Predicate

Verbing briefly with “yixia”

Verb + —R

Result complement “-wan” for finishing

Verb + 5E (+ T)

Expressing “a little too” with “you yidian”

B—r L) +Adj.

Conceding with “ba”

CHAPTER 5

Tag questions with “bu”

------ SEANIR 1 XA 1 4FANT?

Result complements “-dao” and “-jian”

Verb + %] / T

”

Expressing actions in progress with “zai

(1) 7£ + Verb
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CHAPTER 6

Direction complement “-gilai” Verb / Adj.+ 23Rk

Expressing “everything” with “shenme dou” (R | WA A

CHAPTER 7

Basic comparisons with “yiyang” Noun 1+ / fl + Noun 2 + —Ff +
Adij.

CHAPTER 8

Expressing “excessively” with “tai” K+Adj. + T

CHAPTER 9

Expressing “will” with “hui” 2% +Verb
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Other Stories from
Mandarin Companion

Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock
Haisheng CZNERD
CEHgED by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner Fust Friends?
My Teacher Is a Martian (ARG ?)
(FBEImZKEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
CREEEAEE) the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNAINET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

ORTAERE) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETRIZZT)

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
M) Emma
by W. W. Jacobs CLEAR)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen
CEANED The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CELHERIMAS )

by O. Henry

Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters
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Great Expectations: Part 1 FJourney to the Center of the Earth
Gedrnyamna (B)) CH L)
by Charles Dickens by Jules Verne
Great Expectations: Part 2 Fekyll and Hyde
CeFnyamng (F)) CTL AT A RAE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM






