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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 5
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider work-
ing on your basic character recognition before attempting a graded
reader. If the unknown characters are fewer than 5, then this book
is likely at your level! If you find that you know all the characters,
you may be ready for a higher level. However, even if you know all
the characters but are reading slowly, you should consider building
reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. Allbooks ateachlevel
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expect in a Breakthrough book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Breakthrough Level like this one:

* Include a core set of 150 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

* Are about 5,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar



 Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not
expected to know at this level

* Include a glossary at the back of book

 Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearchand provenbylearnersallovertheworld. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading i
READING LEVEL: < r >
E— #
COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

Many of the most basic characters and words that beginning
learners encounter involve students and school. This served as the
beginning of the idea for a simple love triangle story. While we
weren’t able to include all of the humorous scenes we came up with,
this story will still have you turning the pages to find out what hap-
pens next. Set within a new corner of the “Mandarin Companion
Universe,” these are new characters, but keep your eyes open for
some familiar faces in higher level books in the series.

Finally, a note about the title. The English title Fust Friends? is
not an exact translation of the Chinese title A T2 AZIE? (Women
ShiPéngyou ma?), and yet each title is relevant to the story in its own
way. We don’t want to give any spoilers, but after finishing the story,
you should see how the two titles work together to frame the story.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from John Pasden
and Jared Turner’s original story. The names below are not trans-
lations; they are new Chinese names used for the Chinese versions
of the original characters. Think of them as all-new characters in a
Chinese story.

&K (Qian Dapéng) — Qian Dapeng
BISCIR (xie Wéndang) — Xie Wendong
JEl L (zhou Zixin) — Zhou Zixin
DAY (Xie Mama ) — Mrs. Xie
I (Xie Baba ) — Mr. Xie

Cast of Characters

BAHH B3R

(Qian Dapéng) (Xie Wéndong)



A+ 10

(Zhou Zixin)

(Xie Baba)

1519595

(Xie@ Mama)




Locations

HlRE (Zhongshan Daxué)

Located in Guangzhou, Zhongshan University
was founded in 1924 by Sun Yat-sen (FIHLL1),
a revolutionary and the founder of the Republic
of China. In English, it is known as Sun Yat-sen
University.

\

H

S (Guangzhou)
* Lhasa
Guangzhou is the largest city in southern China
and a hub of Cantonese culture. It is the center
of the most populous built-up urban area in the
world consisting of nine cities and two special

administrative regions.

MYANMAR
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One
A AR

BRI SORER & H LR ZE YR

A, AERAITASNE 4,

MRR—EEIZIR, —REEH, W

PNNBIREFHIAA A
WSORB & eI s . SOR

6

HIHE S B EIREIZIR 1

-

a A N

KL (daxuésheng) n. university 6  JFWUF (kai fandian) vo. to open a
student restaurant

B 4F (di-ér nidn) phrase second year 7 AHBHE (ydu shihou) phrase sometimes
KK (tiantian) adov. every day 8 4 (dai) v. to take

—& (yiqi) adv. together 9 Wik (fandian) n. res tauran t

A1 (kdnsha) vo. to read, to study
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AR EE IR ML A, FRA

I 2 IF SRR

BRI EIRIZ KB IR, KR

b R, BRI E SR A R,

(SN E} n¥ﬁ§%

KM, B, RRIFERKS

TRARITLAE L™

SORMIR AR B

R FEATEL! BN

PRICEIDIE T,  FRMUT 2 AT A 22

10
1

12
13
14
15

DLid (jian guo) phrase have met before

H% (kaiché) vo. to drive a car
1% (huijia) vo. to go home
B (xthuan) v. to like

2 (chaquy) ve. to go out
£%% (yduqian) vo. to be rich

16
17
18
19

JLT- (érzi) n. son
JFL (kaixin) adj. happy
— AR (y1 dian y& bu) phrase not at all

MINEIK (céng xido dao da) phrase from
a young age until adulthood

20 {E—itg (zai yiqi) phrase to be together
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. BRBIATFLH, B it

AEHOXFENIR
ML, IR B

2RI,

21 AJFL (bu kaixin) phrase not happy, to 23 % (jia) n. home, family
be unhappy 24 3R (guanxin) v. to be concerned for

22 JXFF (zheyang) pr. like this 25 JIRKE (nayang) ado. like that
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BHDEAOR, IR, HEHE

KADT, BARHIEE L BT,

27

BRI, “BRIEIRIOI 1, RIBRR

A LI,

BB

27

BARNEE AV WA, BE2E

27

AR LA EL, B, TR

2R K W — o, BRI
R AR, AR, Tt

26

26 N2 (késhi) conj. but 31 Wi (jianmian) vo. to meet

27 B2 (z8nme) adv. how 32 Y (jiao) v. to be called, to call; to tell
28 B (de shihou) phrase when:-- (someone to do something)

29 Lk (nlipéngyou) n. girlfriend 33 Lk (nlshéng) n. girl, female student

30 Lk (m&shang) adv. right away 34 2 (didn) v to order (food)
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ABH A Tt A8 R
ﬁo 2

B, 005 A 3 R R
MR

U, BHOTRER, A2,
42@%—4&%@,@%&%%—

NMFARRII L, FRER

o T

RAAERR,
18 13

BSORIT 105, ARIEBLT 2o

T 37 37

35 X (ci) mw. time(s) 37 %( a0) v. augh, to smile
36 W (ting) v. to listen (to)
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Two

FENKLE

K, RIS IFRNL

A&, IRIAERIIG? ™ IZIRAT{E,

WSOR AL,

JNEESR, £T%: “IEE

o 71?”

XJLR, REIREALEERT D,

38 k4 (name) ado. so-- 41 FF (kdndao) ve. to see
39 4fF (h3okan) adi. good-looking 42 JLK (ji tian) phrase several days
40 FBH (kankan) v. to take a look
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LR, BAERIRBIEIRER AW . (K

43

BN B ?”

BRI, IUELFED” BRI

KT o

SEREERW, WEE: Rt
Wi,
K= FFRET, AT F

2ll? AT 2 BB 2 — R

48

ARE?”

43 LI (shang ci) phrase last time 46 X ELFE (na you z&nmeyang) phrase
44 g (shudhua) vo. to speak (words), to so what?

talk 47 — R¥ (yixiazi) adv. all of a sudden; all
45 Wil (tingjian) ve. to hear atonce

48 I (shihou) n. when
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TR E R E T, PAE RS

49

ILUARZS IR e — M2, ARAF

B, URERAEVE 1IE?T KH/AVEHD

],

49 1) (shadian) n. bookstore 50 /MLl (xiZoxin de) phrase carefully
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H, WARTETR X" X
RAWL T o

CPRALTRERM B, T KRR B,

KA, BATRAZRIITA?” X

IRIAL,

B, BUBLRE? HTLT AR
KR, R KNS

SFAMERI: “IRELREX
FEBE?”

RTRITESORE T T A ER ML

51 45l (shengqi de) phrase angrily 52 ‘X (shéngqi) vo., adj. to get angry;
aaaaa
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WTIET, BAMERERTLA. R
R, BRAREIRE I

.

SR T | R R B —
%!

14

53 UFTUFT (haole hiole) phrase all right,
all right



Mandarin Companion '

=BIE



Just Friends?

D
RES



Mandarin Companion !

Five
ERRIFAK?
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TRAR?
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Nine
RELAIR?
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Ten

=BBRKR
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21.

22.
23.
24,
25.

Mandarin Companion

Y

Key Words Xx§&

(Guanjianci)

R4 daxuésheng n. university student
% 4E di-ernian phrase second year
KK tiantian adv. every day

— yigi adv. together

Ed kansha vo. to read, to study
JFYRJE kaifandian wo. to open a restaurant
B W% ysushihou phrase sometimes

i dai v, to take

Y& fandian 7. restaurant

W3 jian guo phrase have met before
HF# kaiche wvo. to drive a car

[F1% huijia vo. to go home

EX xthuan o. to like

H2E chaqu ve. to go out

% ydugian wvo. to be rich

JLT érzi n. son

FL kaixin adj. happy

— A yidiany&bu phrase not at all

M/INEIK cong xido daoda phrase from a young age until adult-

hood
TE—#C zaiyiqi phrase to be together

15

AFFL bukaixin - phrase not happy, to be unhappy

XK zheyang pr. like this

% jia n. home, family

Fil guanxin v, to be concerned for
ARFE nayang ado. like that
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27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42,
43.
44.
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.
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] /& késhi conmj. but

2 zénme adv. how

HIBHEE de shihou phrase when:
LHAK niipéngyou n. girlfriend
5 |k mashang ado. right away
DUHE jianmian 0. to meet

MY jiao o. to be called, to call; to tell (someone to do some-
thing)
L nisheng . girl, female student

J5 dian . to order (food)

R ¢ mw. time(s)

WT ting . to listen (to)

% xido . to laugh, to smile

A2, name adv. so-

UfFE hsokan adj. good-looking

EHE kankan o. to take a look

FEF| kandao wc. to see

JLK jitian phrase several days

EIR shanga phrase last time

Wiih shushua wvo. to speak (words), to talk
WT UL tingjian ovc. to hear

I ELNE nayou zénmeyang phrase so what?
— T yixiazi adv. all of a sudden; all at once
% shihou 7. when

Fi35 shadian 7. bookstore

/DML xidoxin de  phrase carefully

HAS M shenggide  phrase angrily

X sheéngqi vo., adj. to get angry; angry

U4 TUF T haole hdole phrase all right, all right
BEHAPY Xingqisi tn. Thursday

B | wanshang 1. evening

B4 nansheng n. boy, male student

RE dajia n. everyone

—F yixia adv. briefly, for a second

JXIHBE zhe shihou phrase at this time

X%, zhéme adv. so-



61.

62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

9.

92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
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B wan adj. late

—N yigerén phrase alone

[B2% huilai vc. to come back

AMT buxing phrase not OK

AN waimian 7. outside

I héi adv. still

KM dajiao . to call out loudly

W7&|] tingdao wc. to hear

—2JL yihuir . alittle while

% huiqu ve. to go back

A THE xiang le xisng phrase thought about it for a second
ZRVY dongxi n. thing(s), stuff

Pi5E shuswan oc. to finish speaking
/NIZJE xizochidian n. snack shop

WZI chide n. food

/NIZ xigochi n. snack

UfVZ nhiochi adj. tasty

JUP’ 3 gudlai ovc. to come over

ELZ zénmehui phrase how could

Z K] dus chang shijian  phrase how long (of a time)
BHIK nanpéngyou n. boyfriend

Y2 yaoshi conj. if

X you adv. again

¥ K di-ertian phrase the next day

A& haishi conj., adv. still; had better
WER zuétian . yesterday

BLT zénmele phrase what happened, what' s the matter
MASHE duibugi  phrase I'm sorry

H— R yduyidian phrase to be a little (too)
B shijian 7. time

EANH shanggeyue . last month

ﬁi guoqu ovc. to go over

1T xing adj. all right

T zai adv. again (in the future)

IR xiad tn. next time

FFOMY kaixin de  phrase happily
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97. EW kanjian vc. to see

98. Ri¥ diancai vo. to order food

99. IZAN5E chibuwan wc. to be unable to finish eating
100. Wit tingshus . to hear tell, to hear said (that)
101. B—IR diyid phrase first time

102. W23k ting gilai ve. to sound-

103. W[HE kénéng adv.; aux maybe, possibly; possible
104. B3R kanqilai ve. to look...

105. /JMD xisoxin v, to be careful

106. ABK natian . that day

107. i3)LK guojitian phrase after a few days

108. BHHK xingqitian 2. Sunday

109. J&4f haihdo phrase not bad; tolerable; fortunately
110. #4F Y douhdole phrase everything is fine

M. I TJLK gudlejitian phrase after a few days had passed
112. #4F mingzi n. name

113. ™M H xiageyue m. next month

114. HE chagué vo. to leave the country

Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective prep. Preposition

adv. Adverb pr.  Pronoun

aux. Auxiliary Verb pn. Proper noun

cony. Conjunction tn. Time Noun

cov. Coverb v. Verb

mw. Measure word ve.  Verb plus complement
n. Noun vo. Verb plus object

on. Onomatopoeia
part. Particle
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

The “all” adverb “dou” #B + Verb / Adj.

Ordinal numbers with “di” %8 + Number (+ Measure Word)
Expressing “together” with “yiqgi” —J + Verb

Expressing “and” with “he” Noun 1 + fil + Noun 2
Expressing “notatall” with “yidianr ye bu” Subj. + —5i + 7 &L + R + Adj.
Expressing “from---to---” with “cong---dao---” P SRR B

Expressing “with” with “gen” PR+ Verb

The “also” adverb “ye” 1 + Verb / Adj.

Expressing “excessively” with “tai” K+Adj. + 1T

Expressing “when” with “deshihou” - ]INN S

Affirmative-negative question Verb + /A~ + Verb / Adj. + /A~ + Adj.
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Expressing “will” with “hui” 2% +Verb
Expressing experiences with “guo” Verb + 3
Reduplication of verbs Verb + Verb
How to do something with “zenme” B2+ Verb?
CHAPTER 2

Change of state with “le” e T

Expressing “all at once” with “yixiazi” Subj. + = FF +Verb+ T

Expressing existence in a place with “zai” £ + Place
Expressing actions in progress with “zai” (1E) 7£ + Verb
Expressing “then---” with “name” PN
Asking how something is with “zenmeyang” - BLFE?

The “shi... de” construction for emphasizing details J&------f

Expressing ability or possibility with “neng” fie + Verb

Expressing “be going to” with “yao”

Subj. + % + Verb (+ T)

Emphasizing negation with “you” X + AN 1% + Verb
CHAPTER 3

Using the verb “qu” 2% + Place

Comparing “er” and “liang” Zvs

Asofter “but” with “buguo” e , AR

Verbing briefly with “yixia” Verb + —F

Expressing “already” with “dou” B+ Time+ T

Wanting to do something with “yao” L+ Verb

Tag questions with “bu” e AR 1 XA 1 A2
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CHAPTER 4

Expressing permission with “keyi” AT LA + Verb

Expressing location with “zai... shang / xia / li” 1€ + Place + £/ R/ H /354
Expressing “everything” with “shenme dou” fFo. + 8B /e

Expressing “had better” with “haishi”

B2 + Verb

CHAPTER 5

Modifying nouns with adjective + “de”

Adj. + ] + Noun

Direction complement

Verb (+ Direction) + 3¢ / %

Asking why with “zenme” LB e
Expressing “if---then---” with “yaoshi” W S KRR
Expressing “then---” with “name” ||/

Suggestions with “ba”

Command + I

CHAPTER 6

Continuation with “hai”

Subj. + I + Verb Phrase / Adj.

Expressing “a little too” with “you yidian"

f— 5 + Adj.

Expressing “again” in the past with “you” X +Verb+ T
Expressing “again” in the future with “zai” i + Verb
CHAPTER 9

Using the verb “jiao” I + Name

Direction complement “-gilai”

Verb / Adj.+ 2K

Doing something more with “duo” % +Verb
CHAPTER 12
Questions with “ne” e g2
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock
Haisheng CZNERD
CEHgED by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner In Search of Hua Ma
My Teacher Is a Martian (2=
(FBEImZKEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
CREEEAEE) the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNAINET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

ORTAERE) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETRIZZT)

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
M) Emma
by W. W. Jacobs CLEAR)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen
CEANED The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CELHERIMAS )

by O. Henry

Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters
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Great Expectations: Part 1 FJourney to the Center of the Earth
Gedrnyamna (B)) CH L)
by Charles Dickens by Jules Verne
Great Expectations: Part 2 Fekyll and Hyde
CeFnyamng (F)) CTL AT A RAE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM






