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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 8
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider reading
our books at a lower level. If the unknown characters are fewer than
8, then this book is likely at your level! If you find that you know all
the characters, you may be ready for a higher level. However, even
if you know all the characters but are reading slowly, you should
consider building reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. All books at each level
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expectin a Level 2 book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Level 2 like this one:

* Include a core set of 450 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

» Are about 15,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar

* Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not



expected to know at this level
* Include a glossary at the back of book
¢ Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearch and provenbylearnersall overthe world. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading

READING LEVEL: < r >

COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

Written in the last decade of his life and published in 1861, Great
Expectations was Charles Dickens’s last great novel and is widely con-
sidered to be his finest. A complex and multifaceted story, this tale
required special care and attention when adapting into a Chinese
graded reader. It follows the growth, trials, maturation, and ultimate
self-realization of the main character, Pip, from boy to manhood. Its
drama, satire, intrigue, and unexpected twists have captivated read-
ers for over a century.

This story was adapted from Victorian England to modern-day
Shanghai, both periods that feature stark contrasts between old and
new, the wealthy and the poor. In this second volume, most of the
story takes place in Shanghai proper, filled with highrises and pic-
turesque views of the cityscape. Pip’s, or /NE (Xido Mao), apartment
building and school front are both modeled after actual buildings in
Shanghai.

Shanghai proved an appropriate setting to address many themes
in Dickens’s novel, such as wealth, poverty, injustice, mercy, unre-
quited love, and, of course, expectations—both societal and those
self-imposed by the ambitions of youth.

As of the publishing of this book, the combined volumes of &
UFHYHEITIE (M&ihdo de Qiantd) is over thirty-thousand characters long
and the longest Chinese graded reader in existence.

In writing the ending of this story, we could find no better words
than Dickens’s very own. You’ll find the last sentence to be as close
to a translation that could be rendered in a Mandarin Companion
Level 2 graded reader. A story that ages like wine, we expect you’ll
enjoy discovering this classic tale in Chinese.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from Charles Dick-
ens’s original story. The names below are not translations; they are
new Chinese names used for the Chinese versions of the original
characters. Think of them as all-new characters in a Chinese story.

5/NE (WG Xidomao) — Pip
4HEH (jigjie) — Mrs. Joe Gargery
WHF (jisfu) — Joe Gargery
JHEF (Pangzi) — Dolge Orlick
B (s1s1) - Biddy
F1/]MH (Bai Xi3ojig) — Miss Havisham
VKUK (Bingbing) — Estella
&L (Jin Ziwén) — Mr. Jaggers
JIN] (Xido Hé) — Herbert Pocket
ZH (Lso Hai) - Magwitch
YA (Long G&) — Compeyson



Cast of Characters

RINE

(WU Xidomao)

(EPS (s
(Jiefu) (Pangzi)

(Sts1) (Bai Xiaojié)



7Kk

(BTingbing)

TFX

(L3o Héi)
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Locations

¥ (shanghai)

China’s largest city, Shanghai embodies the
past, present, and future of China. It is the cos-
mopolitan center of commerce and fashion for
China, where western culture blends with east-
ern traditions.

At (waitan)

The Bund in Shanghai is a row of grand build-
ings built in the early 1900’s modeled after
British and American architectural styles lining
the west bank of the Huangpu River. The iconic
Pudong skyline is on the east bank and home to
three of the world’s tallest buildings.

o I YN

2?5%1 (YGnnan)

Yunnan Province in southwest China borders
Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar to the south. It is
home to many Chinese ethnic minorities, and
even today has a bit of an exotic feel for many
Chinese.

nj@fﬁ (Yuénan)

The country of Vietnam. Tropical and scenic,
Vietnam is located on the south border of
China. Today, Vietnam has become a grow-
ing industrial and commercial hub in Southeast
Asia.

MYANMAR
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Chengdu
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'8 =7 Yunnan
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KRR TR, R T KRG, Bt
Bl BEDDEE. %, B

SR ORI 1o PART 22 H Wl A L

3

%—4%@%ﬁﬁﬁ,&%—¢ﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬁo
BAERERR T, FEEXEIHABH AT
Ig
Lﬁé@@%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ,%?ﬁ*%@%
R E T LR, R EEFERIERM
T, PATE H R, win] DR B 2T
AiE. FRMGIAVIRKA Fr, BARE T AT

1 35381 (pangbian) n. next to 3 Hiji& (qidntd) n. prospects, future,
2 JEUf (mé&ih3o) adj. wonderful, glorious expectations
4 i (1Gsh1) . lawyer
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71\’&%:
IENHI Iz, j‘:@jﬁﬁ WA PRET —
=L, MREEDR T, BiEiEE — BN B
FIARA B NSRBI “THORES RS T A0,
@T\%‘EMEO ) ﬂé&%ﬂjﬁﬂ%—)ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬁ
i RIERERIRELEH T, IRELZFIA
E‘J@j?, i BAR BHSEEREAEE,” X
iNg i@jﬂi%ﬁ%‘?ﬂaﬂzﬂ%i ftiy Pkt Tt B
EE’J@, Rl Rk B T,
KARAGE, R ERA—RET” /i\fﬂj%?
T K, WA R 7R )5, =zl 17—
NFHL, B “RXADFHURAIRAY, RERRZ L
MRIFHI R, URAY IR S R ZR P AR 2 o,
AR FHRE )\?ﬁ_&’jﬁx’%‘%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ [T—FE, "
PMEEE B D REH EIX 449 FHL! 38

[¢]

5 7p% (bangdngshi) n. office 7 {EE (zhuyi) v. to notice
6 /IMfl (xidotou) n. thief 8 ¥ (xiwang) v.; n. to hope; hope
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Al NixgaTiny!
TG A AR NG ?” ﬁl‘tﬂﬁ@}
“AH. TR NEIEIRZ BB R A
i, AP e IRE] T — MERHT, TR
JLE NI, RALERIRFIFERY LT, 55N,
IR BIAAR AT DORBOX ) L= — 228k, iR Fk
IR AT, IRIVSEFERARE RS, B2
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AR A IR RAI N ™

M@@@mwxgm%uﬁ,ﬁmxmm
%,ﬁﬂT—@EO@@%%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ,ﬁ
RPN 7R, AR, EELET D
RHEMH, TWEBHORIRME, b7 ¥
AR, MWETEHEZHRINE, 82 L
ROURIESCHIH )T, REEERXARIE T8, &
& H SRR R — DA — R "R/
£ T

]

J

o

ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@,%ﬁ%*f%&,%ﬁﬁ%,
R, BRRIRREAZ R, N ZplE S F
ﬂgﬁﬂ%EH@JLﬁi,Eﬂ%&ﬁ@ﬁiﬁ?ﬁ?fE%ﬂ)Lﬂﬁiiﬂﬁofm
%ﬂﬁ@@,%ﬁﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁém@%ﬂ@
WA B %!

9 fi#i (liang) mw. [measure word for cars) 12 [Hifii (mianqgidn) z. in front of one’s face
10 HIHL (siji) 2. driver 13 W (ying) . to win

11 8 (dai) v to wear (glasses, jewelry,
accessories)
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SRR DX 24— R T, ER
BB ARG, TR NPT R T
TS TR, “TEF/IMAF B AT

15

T, WEBHRAITH, EREAR SRR TR,
AHERHRER R VR e HLSE TR — EAHER ORI X
ANEET, IRAE AR ?”

14 A (rénchi) ve. to recognize 16 4F A% (hdoburéngyi) ade. with great
(someone ) difficulty

15 JCWl (walido) adj. bored, boring, lame 17 H3Z (gishi) adv. actually
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Tt T HITIRISIE TR, W TR
URy FURAERI RN B RITA,
RO IR GHETIINGY, ELSTRIZ AR

Nz TIMSNE, IRIUA27?7
CORIUFR UNMAC kA T, BUSEEEAAR 0N
T T BEZREN, ﬁﬁ?%%ﬂl%#’l\ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'g
RERHEZ, BRI LRI ERIR A —FE,
“URAITEBIRR N L AEE/NEZIG?” /)M MA]

[,

18 i (shanghai) v.; 7. to hurt; harm 19 B (yAngguang) ». sunlight
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“IRON B/NHARER AN B 2 R R B ?”

Al DAt AN SR B N R4l = By IE, AT RE
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%*?ﬁ%k?,ﬁ%%ﬁ%%%ﬁ
1o IMAi,
“W?‘S‘!EE?JMJK&!I%HEB?” WH )ﬁﬁ{o
TAAENE, WHEMAE? —REARE!
i Bt X AR BH/MERY 22 )L, B/NHLE i X
2O, RN TR EGS AL, i
%L@%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%@&ﬁﬁ%%?
o ERIG?T %%Z<i<§g$ﬁﬁ§d\ﬁﬂﬁéﬁgﬁ§,
@%@%%&tﬁﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁiTo
“E/NERIEEAES R, IR R EER
PRALER AT TSR BT BRESAE 7o RN BR85Sk A2

25 21 25

20 B (shashu) z. uncle 23 {5 (shijié) n. world
21 4545 (jiéhan) vo. to get married 24 HY (gan) v. to dare (to)
22 Uf%F (haoqi) adj. curious 25 Pl (ayi) #. aunt
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T—=NILF, FBE/NMEE DN H S, A0
WER, T REHEHE, EXK, B/NEEXR L
T—MEN, BB ANEMN 2, B/NHE R
2. HZE, TRESILE/NMEAZEHEXNS
N, WRAES, AEEREE, HE2HEE/]
mﬁﬁmﬁiﬁi,%f%kﬁﬁﬁﬂToE
INHZE IR 2D EM, —BF, BH/NEADEXF
FIEHINAEZ R 8 K407 @mﬁﬁT%
MERXMFFEERRLE T, Koyt E 28 H 8 A
H, EREWER LM, NIRRT, B

TR G RAE B SRFENMTELD, TH
CR{ER FE, Hikdkid, WERWLEH
ﬁo@%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁ8ﬁmwﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
Wi, ARB RS S RIAR A, MR EH/NMEE @

26 PR (tGradn) ado.; adj. suddenly; sudden 27 FEME (yishi dao) ve. to realize
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%%m%%%i%oﬂﬁa$m%%%%Tu
J&, 1 SRR RN BRI A WIS 2R, BN
TR LS I 2 5L, SR TIXAIA T
Eoﬁf%AT REMKHER 2 Z1d H/NH, iR
A —E 2 TSR A R, ”
W5/ IMATAY IS, A ROAARIEIZ T 2. A
SEIRER, B/MAVE AR PERYTE, B
TEERASKERER 1,
“E/NEERFR B KK AR X B R, RIS
G ?” FRARAR T e — vk vk I AT,
AL, FATTERAE — D2, BEARBERIX
PR LA K, Wik M BRI K
B MUK,

H A A KT

28 F X (zhlyi) n. idea
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N RENKIKT

JLKJGE, BIFHT,

%*ﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%
ﬁ%ﬁa%ﬁ?oﬂiigéﬁﬁﬁZ@%%
R FARBEIRAZ BRI, 4f 23D
&mﬁoﬁ%ﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁa%mﬂﬁ
ﬁ$%ﬂ$ﬁﬂﬂ%&%§@ﬂﬁ&ﬁ%@%7,
%%@k%ﬁﬂﬁ%Mﬁ?%%%,@mﬁﬁ
%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@?%ﬁ,*ﬁﬂéi%%ﬂ%
W,&%ﬁ%@%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%éﬂ&To

BAVRVK B IRAE R — DA, HZ AR

29 JiK (yuanlai) ado.; adj. it turns out 31 % (bei) parr. [passive particle]

that...; original 32 7% (yuanyi) o. to be willing
30 0 (danxin) 2. to worry
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R, ZHAERRIIR A GEE 2, RAK
WYKok, MRS DARTEER 1, (H2iid
R DART—FE, BEIRAINEARBDE, 1
AR, BRI, THEANRIE
ﬁTtWW&%ﬂﬁ%ﬁw,ﬁ%$ﬁﬁﬁ
%T*@EOE%2$%,$ﬁﬁﬁ%,ﬁﬁm
Aot WRFEEBRE OIS LY, —ERKEK
WE%N%%E%O
BEZERMAZ AR, B2 ER A A —
o BAIMNAE IR, BREEIEZ, /M
WA TR RIS, REE2EKT
gfﬁﬁmiﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%Tw@@
ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬂM%@@%%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁo
i%ﬁﬂ%ﬁT—%ﬁﬁéo
%%ﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁigﬂ%ﬁ

33 KTV (K-T-V) n. karaoke 35 {5HF (xinydngkd) n. credit card

34 JJ2 (yashi) phrase as a result -+, and
then---
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iN

G T e AT T 2580, BOTETHHARER, B
JIWREEFER] T AN HEFRAME, TER

RRK —iehr, BRMMIE i b BN B O H
WA PRI NE T o B, | T
REME, E—RPEHEET, X—FH, &

WREMEN KK, (B2 —EX B,

36 Zini (chadidn) adv. almost 38 [Hi— (ga0-y) phrase first year of high

37 {# (zhuang) v. to crash into school (FiH—4F4K)
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VKVKE R BRI R T, #RIRZ B4
AR EE R, ANIVKUK fEAITE AR %0 (B2 &
i, WAMKIKERIR—MBEE—E, L
AW BAER, XIEFRRES, KAk
R EER!

JERUT HACHE, AR ZERN 5 Ak, X R
Ak, (HRMBIERAE, EIAF, EEHTT
Aoﬁ%ﬂﬁ%@ﬁ@,%%%ﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁ%%
AERVKUKN AT 2 E R IX R AAE — i,

ﬁ*%,%%*ﬁkﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁ%%ﬁ&
A,%ﬁ%ﬁ%:%ﬁ&‘%?%ﬁ&@?ﬁ%
TRAKIE R R ABAERAMNG? JRE 2= R AIX
ﬁkfﬂ@?ﬁ%%ﬁ@%!%%@%ﬁ@@?

“MRARKEMT? WEAEXMEBIRE

15

F 2 RAR? R ALy, "l IHt 2 & X

39 5E4% (wanquan) ade. completely 41 ELD (zhénxin) adj. sincere, heart-felt

40 #E# (ndndao) conj.  “Could it be that -
?” [rhetorical question marker]
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PRMTE—fE! FHY, REXNERZRACH
£, ZRE? RANEIE R AR ok
W@%LZFVV“ﬁKEW%,Wﬂﬁ@%
=%, BOVREBRIRTKIKA R HIERTTKIK,
X R LE FRAHIE X RIS B IXK, =
L%, ANFRE, HRFEPIZEE? 1X/E

7

42 J&3 (gdndao) vc. to feel
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Zﬂ%?ﬁﬁZ£%@,m$@K@%ﬁ%Q
ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁi@,ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬁﬁo

W b —3ER], AMAREd R, A
ZART o

CEAIE? KA T AR 2K
HHR =>4,

AP, GhARE R A&, IR = E A,
AR RN AR, R Ak, REEA
FERERMAE R, REW, WRKER LS
%,%@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ%%?%o%u,uﬁﬁ
e TAE, BAEERE,” AIMTiHg g PlUs
%i%@%?ﬂ%o

PAE, WSR/IMafBOEIXFERY, ARfLUSHY
EENZAZBRUNTBAES T, HREEA
AIRERRMMAYIX D IRE, — P AHERERAC

43 %L (Quanxin) v. to be concerned (with) 45 #T% (dasuan) v.; n. to plan to; plans
44 L (xinging) 7. mood
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EMHIALE S 7, Bk, MCIRAFE,
%UE’J%BE%%_E%, A HEKRECD, HAE
B TR, FREAE, ARENED TR
JUt 26
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Key Words X i
(Guanjianci)

5518 pangbian 7. nextto

ZE4F méihao adj. wonderful, glorious

A& qgianta n. prospects, future, “expectations’
M 1ashi n. lawyer

& bangongshi n. office

/MiiT xizotou n. thief

HE zhuyi o. to notice

it xiwang v n. to hope; hope

%W liang mw. [measure word for cars]

AJML siji . driver

. dai v. to wear (glasses, jewelry, accessories)
M} miangian n. in front of one’s face

i ying ©. to win

N rencha wc. to recognize (someone)

Jell walido adj. bored, boring, lame
WA Y hsoburéngyi adv. with great difficulty
HI? gishi adv. actually

1553 shanghai ©.; n. to hurt; harm

FHYt yangguang 7. sunlight

FUL shashu 7. uncle

£548 jiehan wo. to get married

UFAF haogi adj. curious

R shijie n. world

Bl gan . to dare (to)

e ayi n. aunt

ZRIK taran adv.; adj. suddenly; sudden



27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44,
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.

61.
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HIHF yishidao wc. to realize

F& zhayi n. idea

JEK yuanlai ado.; adj. it turns out that...; original
fHL danxin 2. to worry

#t bei part. [passive particle]

JE&E yuanyi v. to be willing

KTV KkT-v n. karaoke

TFJ& yashi phrase as a result---, and then---
{5+ xinyongka n. credit card

Z255 chadisn adv. almost

ff zhuang o. to crash into

B gaoyi phrase first year of high school (5 —4EZK)
548 wanquan adv. completely

HEIE nandao comj.  “Could it be that---?” [rhetorical question

marker]

HL zhenxin adj. sincere, heart-felt
J&F gindao wve. to feel

Fil» guanxin ©. to be concerned (with)
IOE xinging 7. mood

I8 dasuan v . to plan to; plans
= gao-san phrase third year of high school (& =H4R)
5K jinzhang adj. nervous

HLZS jihui #. opportunity

PN zhua 2. to grab, to try to catch

FJ5 qianwan adv. absolutely (not)

B lia v. to leave behind, to stay behind

J&IE gsnging 7. emotion, sentiment

ff dai v to stay

KB shiwang v. to be disappointed

% guai v. to blame

ZZANT shoubuliso wvc. to be unable to stand (something)
% an . to press, to hold (down)

JEIAl yuanyin n. cause, reason

AMEHL butingde adv. unceasingly, without stopping

6 lian n. one’ s face

SR jivsuan comj. even if



62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94.
95.
96.

97.
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A% buguidn comj. no matter-

2%t tiaojian n. condition; (living) conditions
¥{E duinxin n. text (message)

S8 xiguan 7.; . habit, custom; to be used to
Pt bing n. a cake or crepe (not always sweet)
HX ziran adv.; adj. naturally; natural

R yinyue n. music

E{ haipa . to be afraid (of)

KT deng n. light, lamp

™ hai adj. dark

fil tou v. to steal

#%5% jingcha n. police officer, the police
T fangkai ve. to let go

JEA fanrén n. a convict

J&I ganxie o. to be grateful (to)

A zud shengyi vo. to do business

WE zang adj. dirty

%4 anquan adj.; n. safe; safety

BHITJL gemenr n. dude, brothers, bro

%k shiqu v. to lose

8 zui . crime, sin

JC fan o. to commit (a crime, a mistake)

P2 HE yanzhong adj. serious, grave

# hai o to harm

AR benlai adv. originally

5% jiegus n.; conj. result; as a result, in the end
[F1E tongging v. to sympathize with

MK zhaopian n. photograph

EAM yiwai adj. unexpected

3Z453 shoushang wvo. to be injured

PRIR kuaile adj. happy

finffdth toutou de adwv. stealthily, secretly

Z ¥ 150po n. wife

£ guang . light

8] dso v. to fall down, to fall over

HI choxian v, to appear, to emerge
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98. H# zhao w. to shine (on)

99. il xue 7z blood

100. ZJEFHY jiaotong shigu n. phrase traffic accident

101. {EB%E zhuyuan wvo. to stay in the hospital, to be hospitalized
102. 73JT fenkai o. to part

103. #f chai o. to tear down, to disassemble

104. 4 1ihan vo. to get divorced

105. H4%% yueliang n. the moon

106. HJt yueguang n. moonlight

Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective prep. Preposition

adv. Adverb pr.  Pronoun

aux. Auxiliary Verb pn. Proper noun

conj. Conjunction tn. Time Noun

cov. Coverb v.  Verb

mw. Measure word vc.  Verb plus complement
n. Noun vo. Verb plus object

on. Onomatopoeia
part. Particle
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

Complements with “dao” , “gei” and “zai” Verb + 8| / 45 1 #£----+
Aspect particle “zhe” Verb + %

Again in the future with “zai” T + Verb

As long as with “zhiyao” JaC N AR
Direction complement Verb (+ Direction) + 3 7 22
Expressing earliness with “jiu” N

Using “dui” *t+Noun----+

It seems with “haoxiang” GG

Not at all —r L) A
Topic-comment sentences Topic, Comment

Ba sentence 2 + Noun + Verb:+++-




Mandarin Companion

Reduplication of Adj.s

Adj. + Adj.

Turning Adj.s into adverbs

Adj. + 3 + Verb

Resultative complement “chu(lai)”

Verb + H (K)

Doing something more with “duo”

% + Verb

Causative verbs

Noun 1 + ik/MY/iE + Noun 2

In addition as “lingwai” A

Expressing “every” with “mei” and “dou” = H&-oo #B----e

Further uses of resultative complement “qilai” Verb + &2k

Adding emphasis with “jiushi” e

Appearance with “kangilai” =75 SEE

Events in quick succession with “yi... jiu” e e

Quite with “ting” P+ oo + 1
Comparing “haishi” and “huozhe” TR vs B

The “if” sandwich pattern UL S (FFIE), -
Emphasizing with “cai” #*

Emphasizing negation with “you”

N + Negative Words

Expressing purpose with “weile”

T + Purpose + Verb

Adjectival complement “de hen”

Adj. + 191R

Sequencing past events with “houlai”

”»

Expressing “as one likes” with “jiu

A8 + Verb + ¥t + Verb

Comparing “turan” and “huran"

IR vs IR

Asofter “but”

...... , Z:ﬁ

Assessing situations with “kanlai”

(£ + somebody +) &K,

CHAPTER 2
Again in the past with “you” X +Verb
All along with “yuanlai” Sk
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Adj. with “name” and “zheme” B 13X 2 + Ad).
If---then-with “yaoshi” TR e
Bei sentence ¥4+ Verb + -+
Shi... de construction iy

Tricky uses of “dao” Verb + |
Referring to “all” using “suoyou” 5 [ RRRRREE < | SR
Although with “suiran” and “danshi” BAR-- AR
Only if with “zhiyou” Ao, Ao
Using “not enough” with verbs AN + Verb

Using objects with complements

(Verb+) Obj. + Verb + 13 +
Complement

Expressing “almost” using “chadian”

Subj. + Z5i (JL) + Verb + T

Never again with “zai ye bu” A +Verb+ T
Clarifying relationships with “guanxi” /AT (&) BXRFR
Expressing “not only---but also” AME-ee
Emphasis with “jiu” it O2) + Verb
Rhetorical questions with “nandao” HETE -2

In addition with “zaishuo” EN R

Expressing “more and more” with “yue---yue---”  j--o- ke

For with “wei” J9 + Noun--+++

Must modal “dei” 1% + Verb

Comparing specifically with “xiang”

Noun1 + {42 + Noun2 + (JIF 4

CHAPTER 3

Indicating the whole with “quan”

4 + Noun

For with “gei”

Subj. + 45 + Person + Verb +

Obj.

Expressing “to make certain” with “gianwan”

T + Verb / Verb Phrase

Mistakenly think that
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“_1”

Expressing “all” with “shenme dou”

(A T

Potential complement “bu liao”

Verb + AT

N »
Expressing “not even one

— + Measure Word + (Noun) + tH/#5
+ Verb

Using “xiang”

[l + Noun:----+

Expressing “in addition” with “haiyou”

Clause 1, & +(, )+ Clause 2

Resultative complement “zhu” Verb + {i
Sequencing with “xian” and “zai” Heeennn , Feeee
Comparing “buduan” and “buting” AN vs A5
Expressing “even if--” with “jiusuan” RS, e
Expressing “everyone” with “shei” R

No matter with “buguan” REG e, HRAL

Had better with “haishi”

JESE + Verb +

»

Expressing lateness with “cai

7 + Verb Phrase

CHAPTER 4

Expressing “how often”

Subj. + Z KA + Verb + —IX (+
Obj.)

Expressing duration of inaction

Duration + {% + Verb Phrase (+ 1)

Expressing difficulty with “hao (bu) rongyi” [SHUNES7
Resultative complement “huai” Verb + I8 T
Comparing “gang” and “gangcai” [l vs WA
CHAPTER 5

Resultative complement “kai” Verb + JF

“ ]

Verbing away using “zhe

Verb + #& + Verb + & + - T

) « » ok » « »
Comparing “chao” “xiang and “wang

8 vs [1] vs 11

All at once with “yixiazi”
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Indicating a number in excess Number + £
zhao as complement Verb + %
Just with  “jiu” 7/ RERRE
Already with “dou---le” #-e 7
Comparing “weile” and “yinwei” HT vs KH

CHAPTER 6

Expressing “much more” in comparisons

Noun1 + [t + Noun2 + Adj. + £ 7 /
(GEZ

Comparing “benlai” and “yuanlai”

Ak vs JE K

CHAPTER 7
“Cai” used for small numbers 7 + Number + Measure Word +
Noun
Expressing not knowing how to do something using ARHIE: - 4F
“hao”
Result complement “-cuo” Verb + 5

Separable verb

Verb-Obj. / Verb + -+ + Obj.

Verbing around with “lai” and “qu”

Verb + 3K + Verb + 2

CHAPTER 11

3

Expressing comparable degree with “you’

AH B +Adj. +I5?
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Other Stories from
Mandarin Companion

Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock

Haisheng /NI
R by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner In Search of Hua Ma

My Teacher Is a Martian AEE)
(BRPEIMZXEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner Fust Friends?

(BATRRARARNE?)

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
Ay the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNFINZET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

ORTERED) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETFMFZT)

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
M) Emma
by W. W. Jacobs C&R)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen
GEPNE)) The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CELIRRIOAS )

by O. Henry
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Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters

Great Expectations: Part 1 Fekvll and Hyde
(EiFRTR (1)) LRI R AE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Fourney to the Center of the Earth
(NI )
by Jules Verne

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM









